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The Malta Environmental and Planning Authority hereby grants consent in accordance with the 
application and approved documents, as proposed by the applicant, subject to the following 
conditions below. 
 
This consent covers all these locations and any changes in locations or variations to the 
submitted ‘Permit Application for an Organized Outside Activity’ will be reviewed once the 
relevant details are submitted. It is understood that preparation works can only commence on 
receipt of the Planning Obligation and Bank Guarantee.  
 
CONDITIONS  

 
General 

 
1. It is the responsibility of the applicant/production agency organising the activity to 

ensure to take all reasonable precautions to prevent damage to cultural and natural heritage, 
including the environment in its broadest sense and protected sites or areas; and to ensure 
that the activity conforms to the conditions in this permit. Fixtures and fittings within cultural 
heritage sites, habitats and their component flora or fauna are also subject to the conditions 
as specified by MEPA. 

 
2. All works shall be carried out strictly in accordance with this consent and approved 

application, plans and supporting documents. However, where ambiguities or discrepancies 
arise between the approved plans and the conditions on this decision notice, the conditions 
set out in this letter shall take precedence over the approved plans. 

 
3. Only the sites indicated on the site plans submitted with the ‘Permit Application for an 

Organised Outside Activity’ shall be used for filming purposes.  
 
4. All sets and new constructions in masonry or in any other material are to be of a 

temporary nature and free standing, must not be fixed to the ground where this is still the 
original fabric, are to have impermeable protection to the historical fabric and natural 
features and in no way are to endanger the historic and natural elements or their stability.  
The use of cast concrete as building material is prohibited.  No direct fixing of sets is allowed 
to historic fabric and natural features, including rocky outcrops. No interventions, including 
drilling into walls and/or floors to affix sets, removal/alterations of elements are allowed on 
the historic structures and natural features. Existing structures shall not be removed or 
dismantled. 

 
5. All temporary structures and equipment should be removed from site within not more that 

four (4) working days after the date of the event and MEPA to be duly informed so that its 
monitor/s can inspect the site and issue the necessary clearance. 

 
6. The applicant is to ensure that if open fires and/or pyrotechnics and contained explosions 

are to be used, relevant details are to be supplied and authorization from the competent 
authorities shall be obtained by the applicant.  No excavations are to be made for the 
planting of pyrotechnics or open fires and that no damage, inclusive by burning or emissions, 
is suffered by the historical and natural elements or the surrounded grounds. Supervision by 
qualified personnel is required for each site.   

 
7. Only existing tracks are to be used for vehicular access and manoeuvring, inclusive of 

generators and other equipment.  The areas to be used as base camps and for logistic 
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purposes are to be indicated separately from the filming area.  Parking of vehicles, 
inclusive of filming crew, extras and contractors, shall be restricted to existing parking areas. 
Where no such parking spaces exist the applicant shall provide for a ferry/shuttle service 
from parking area(s) to the filming location.  
 

8. In natural and ecologically-sensitive areas, cordoning of the grounds beyond the approved 
areas is to be made (using temporary measures such as cordoning tape).  This also applies 
to existing tracks leading to and from filming locations.  Crew and staff on site should be 
guided not to wander off existing tracks and approved filming locations. 

 
9. Any use of animals in the filming production shall not be allowed to feed on vegetation and 

shall be kept on existing tracks at all times, except for during the film shots that involve the 
use of such animals.   

 
10. No rubble walls (protected by Legal Notice 160 of 1997) are to be dismantled or disturbed 

during preparatory, filming and reinstatement works. 
 
11. Any changes in the dressing of the sites, extensions to the boundaries or change of 

approved site as approved by MEPA for filming are decided by applicant/production should 
be immediately communicated in writing to MEPA and no work or the placement of 
equipment and material is permitted until written consent by MEPA is issued. 

 
12. All reasonable precautions are to be taken to keep the site clean and any refuse left on site 

after the event shall be completely cleaned and disposed of in line with approved procedures 
within not more than four (4) working days after the date of the event.  

 
13. If any location or site chosen by applicant/production is considered to be either unstable or 

unsafe or can become unsafe by certain filming activities such as pyrotechnics, fires or 
heavy loads, applicant/production are to submit a report by their architect or structural 
engineer. 

 
14. All reasonable precautions are to be taken to ensure safety of all participants, to the 

satisfaction of the respective authorities. The applicant should also provide adequate fire-
fighting equipment and first aid on all sites, especially where fires and/or pyrotechnics are to 
be used, to the satisfaction of the competent authorities.  

 
15. This consent does not remove or replace the need to obtain the consent of the 

land/building owner to this development before it is carried out.  Furthermore, it does not 
imply that consent will necessarily be forthcoming nor does it bind the land/building owner to 
agree to this development.  Where the land/building is owned or administered by the 
Government of Malta a specific clearance and agreement must be obtained for this 
development from the Land and/or Estate Management Departments. 

 
16. This consent is granted saving third party rights.  The applicant/production agency is not 

excused from obtaining any other permission required by law. 
 
17. Given the production is using scheduled properties the applicant is required to contribute the 

sum of €7000, as a Planning Obligation in terms of Article 40 of the DPA, towards MEPA’s 
EIPP fund for the restoration of scheduled property.  

 
18. The applicant shall deposit a bank guarantee of €15,000 to cover all the sites and works 

approved for any eventual shortcomings, degradation of the historic structures and their 
fittings and damage to the natural environment resulting from wilful or accidental damage 
and the complete removal and reinstatement of the site to the satisfaction of MEPA.  The 
Bank Guarantee can be called on demand in part or in full and the original amount must be 
topped up at all times. 
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19. On completion of the film, the bank guarantee shall be released to the applicant, provided 
that all conditions listed in this permit are satisfied.  Forfeiture of the bank guarantee does 
not preclude applicant from the obligation to comply fully with the permit as approved, whilst 
if necessary the Enforcement Unit will use all its powers to ensure compliance. 

 
20. Applicant/production agency is to inform MEPA at least two (2) weeks prior of 

commencement of works for monitoring by MEPA officers at expense of applicant. 
 
21. MEPA shall reserve the right for its monitors to ensure the safeguarding of the natural, 

ecological and cultural heritage assets and to act as a liaison between the film producers 
and MEPA. The monitoring service shall be at the expense of the applicant at €23.29 
per hour, VAT included, (plus overtime rate at 1.5 times on weekdays, or twice at weekends 
and public holidays if required), and travelling time and expenses to and from MEPA office to 
sites in the case of work in Gozo.  Any failure of payment of monitoring fees and expenses 
and other charges will be deducted from the bank guarantee.  

 
22. Monitoring of sites is at the discretion of MEPA’s monitors who are to be provided with 

passes by applicant, similar to those issued to filming crews, for all the filming sites prior to 
commencement of the filming that will allow free movement on sites and cover the period 
from commencement until completion of all works according to this permit.  MEPA monitors 
are to be freely allowed to take photographs as part of the monitoring process. Should during 
filming or work connected to the filming production in Comino or Gozo, the return passage to 
Malta is not possible due to bad weather, monitor/s shall be hosted like the rest of the filming 
crew at the applicant’s expense. The applicant is to provide insurance coverage for MEPA 
inspectors/monitors, while on set/filming location and during travelling to and from these 
locations. 

 
Site specific conditions 
 
23. No activities and/or interventions of any form are permitted within designated Level 1 Areas 

of Ecological Importance and/or Sites of Scientific Importance. In this regard, it is necessary 
that any activities are set back from the highest level of protection. At Dwejra, permitted 
activities within “Area 1” shall be confined to a spatial extent of 750m², whereas in “Area 2” 
the permitted activities shall be confined to an area of not more than 400m². 

 
24. Surfacing and dressing of sites within Dwejra and Rdum id-Delli, other to the levelled rock 

surface at id-Dwejra, is prohibited.  The use of lighting, especially at Rdum id-Delli and id-
Dwejra should be directed to the ground, when it is coming from a high up source such as a 
cherry picker, scaffolding or poles. Shades should be used to direct light and avoid light 
being aimed at the sky and/or open sea. Other to the application of these conditions for the 
use of lighting during preparations, filming and reinstatement works, they are also applicable 
for when the site is guarded at night. Any use of flares and up-lighters are prohibited. 

 
25. The application of latex and painting in red of the masonry gate and armoured door of Fort 

Ricasoli as proposed by the applicant in the application for filming is not acceptable and 
thus is not covered by this consent.  Only the works approved in MEPA’s Conservation 
Architect’s report dated 1st September 2010 may be carried out on the masonry gate, the 
armoured door and vaulted entrance of Fort Ricasoli.  The application of latex must thus be 
restricted to:     a) sections of graffiti on the lower levels of the braided columns, pedestal 
and adjacent walls and painted in stone colour finish, b) the painting of approved cement 
rendered patches within the main gate, and c) the approved temporary cladding on the main 
gate.  These interventions must be carried out under supervision and direction of the MEPA 
monitor. Any alternative works should be communicated to MEPA in a timely manner and 
may only be carried out under monitoring as conditioned in this permit on formal approval by 
MEPA. 
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26. Consent is also given for the enlargement on the outer modern masonry wall at casemated 
vault referred to as Room 5 at Fort Ricasoli, as indicated in the front elevation submitted by 
applicant and dated 31st August 2010.   

 
 

 
 


